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WINNER!

BEST ACTRESS IN A MUSICAL
LAURENCE OLIVIER AWARDS 2015

ul

<NZ~ALDWYCHTHEATRE
beautifulinlondon.co.uk

PLAYHOUSE 0844 8717631

£10 Day Seats available

ARTS 020 7836 8463

BAD JEWS
Mon - Sat 7.30, Thu & Sat 2.30
EXTENDED TO JULY 11

Roa]d Dahl s

Matilda

THE MUSICAL
BEST CHOICE OF SEATS TUE-THU
MATILDATHEMUSICAL.COM

ALDWYCH 0845 200 7981

BEAUTIFUL

THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL

PHOENIX THEATRE 0843 316 1082
BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM
THE MUSICAL
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, Wed & Sat 2.30pm

VICTORIA PALACE 0844 248 5000

BILLY ELLIOT

THE MUSICAL
Mon-Sat 7.30, Thu & Sat 2.30
Billyelliotthemusical.com

THE BEST MUSIGAL
IN LONDON

Bl

LI

THE MUSIGAL

VIGTORIA PALAGE THERTRE
BillyElliotTheMusical.com

ST MARTIN'S

Kok ok kk

‘THE MUSICAL WE'VE
BEEN WAITING FOR’

THE SUNDAY IIM[S

F ComuENTS

A NEW lllISIﬂﬂl

PALACE THEATRE
0844 874 0790
TheCommitmentsLondon.com

HER MAJEST
thephantomoftheopera.com

THEATRE

PRINCE EDWARD Theatre 0844 482 5155
The 25th Award Winner

DUKE OF YORK'S 0844 8717623

FELICITY KENDAL
HAY FEVER

Mon - Sat 7.30pm, Thu & Sat 3pm

MISS SAIGON

Mon - Sat 7.30pm: Thu & Sat 2.30pm
miss-saigon.com

PICCADILLY THEATRE 0844 8717630

JERSEY BOYS

Tue - Sat 7.30pm, Tues & Sat 3pm, Sun 5pm

PALACE THEATRE 0844 874 0790
Roddy Doyle's

THE COMMITMENTS

Tues - Sat 7:30, Sat 3pm, Sun 2.30 & 7pm
HehE Sin Times

SAVOY THEATRE 0844 8717674

GYPSY
Starring Imelda Staunton
Mon - Sat 7.30pm, Wed & Sat 2.30pm
gypsythemusical.uk

thecommitments.london

SEE IT NOW!

Best availability
Tuesday fo Thursday
Visit thelionking.co.uk

BENNY ANDERSSON & BJORN ULVAEUS

MIA!

THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL %% o ABBA™
\ % Laf»* !
bz - 4&;

Y 0844 482 5115
www.mamma-mia.com

NOVELLO THEATRE

LYCEUM 0844 8713000

or visit www.thelionking.co.uk
Groups: 0844 8717644 / 020 7845 0949

Disney's THE LION KING

QUEENS 0844 482 5160
THE MUSICAL PHENOMENON

LES MISERABLES

Eve 7.30, Mats Wed & Sat 2.30
www.LesMis.com

Tues - Sat 7.30pm, Wed, Sat & Sun 2.30pm
ST MARTINS 08444 991515
THE MOUSETRAP
Mon - Sat 7.30pm, Mats Tue 3pm & Sat 4pm
www.the-mousetrap.co.uk

NOVELLO 0844 482 5115

MAMMA MIA!

Mon-Sat 7.45pm, Thurs & Sat 3pm
www.Mamma-Mia.com

HER MAJESTY'S 0844 412 2707
THE BRILLIANT ORIGINAL

THE PHANTOM OF
THE OPERA

Mon - Sat 7.30, Thur & Sat 2.30

CAMBRIDGE 0844 412 4652
MATILDA THE MUSICAL

MatildaTheMusical.com

www.ThePhantomOfTheOpera.com

LYRIC THEATRE 0844 482 9674

THE STORY OF FRANKIE VALLI
& THE FOUR SEASONS

dsebpovimaon % WUETN

 THEATRE

THRILLER - LIVE!

Tues - Fri 7.30, Sat 4 &8, Sun 3.30 &7.30
flyingmusicboxoffice.com

INTERNATIONAL CHARITY 2015
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THE AGATHA CHRISTIE'S

MOUSETRAP

EVES 7.30 | TUES 3 | SAT 4 & 7.30
08444 991515 | www.the-mousetrap.co.uk

Review: SCOTSCENE

AGGIE REILLY was
the vocalist on a string
of hit singles in the
early 1980s, including
the catchy Moonlight Shadow —
number one in 10 countries. Yet
you’d be forgiven for not knowing.

The record books list those hits
under the name of her more
celebrated collaborator Mike
Oldfield and not only is Reilly
backward about coming forward,
some in the music industry never
wanted her in the spotlight.

Unlike many female stars who
have traded on their appearance
and sexuality then disappeared,
Glaswegian Reilly has enjoyed
more than four decades of success
based on genuine talent.

Thus, at 58, she can reminisce
about dining with David Bowie,
performing for the Pope, writing
songs on ABBA’s piano and
turning down Gerry Rafferty.

“In the late 1970s, I wrote some
songs and somebody said to me,
‘You wouldn’t front them because
you don’t have the right look, but if
you did the vocals and we got these
girls to front it.., and I went, ‘T'm
sorry, no, get lost! I'm not singing
for somebody else’.

“What a ridiculous
idea, having me sing
from behind a curtain
while others mime out
front — a Milli Vanilli kind
of thing. But generally
I’m not into pushing
myself forward. I think
that’s a bit obscene. It’s
a Scottish reticence.”

As for the physicality
of today’s young female
stars taking precedence
over ability, Reilly says:
“I worry that everybody
is scantily dressed. If
you sing, what’s coming
out of your heart is the thing, not
writhing around naked. It’s not
very feminist; it’s about following a
pre-ordained idea of what women
should do. They also use a lot of
auto-tuning. I always insist on
singing live when I do TV shows
because I don’t like miming. To
just stand there and open and shut
my mouth like a fish is stupid.

“When I started in bands, I used
to be physically sick before I went
on stage, but over the years that
lessened thankfully,” she adds.

“I never wanted to be a solo
artist. As an only child, I enjoyed
being in a band - they were like my
family. I was the only female, but I
felt more than equal to the guys
and I never put up with any
nonsense. Very rarely did I get my
own dressing room, so I'd change

Peter Robertson chats with Maggie
Reilly - the uncompromising Scots
singer of numerous 80s hits who has
refused to play the fame game during
a career which has seen her perform
for the Pope and dine with David Bowie

in the toilet... and I still do that in
some places.”

Reilly was born in St George’s
Cross, Glasgow, to Margaret and
Dan, who died within six months
of each other a decade ago.

“I had a happy childhood,” she
says. “I had great parents and
grandparents. My dad was a
singer with a fantastic voice, but
was very shy and that stopped him
and he ended up a taxi driver. Mum,
who worked in the car industry for
a while, also used to sing and play
piano — she was very bubbly.”

Reilly got her break when a
songwriter friend named Johnny
Dick asked her to sing some of his
compositions, which led to her
being signed by RCA. She first
came to prominence with the 1970s
Scottish soul-rock band Cado

Belle, and released one album with
them in 1976.

When the band split, keyboardist
Stuart MacKillop went on to work
with Billy Idol and ABBA. “I met
ABBA and they were nice people,
but they were starting to go their
separate ways and it was obvious
there was a lot of sadness around.

“Benny was lovely, and allowed
Stuart and I to write songs on the
white piano he used on stage. It
was Stuart who suggested to Benny
that Glasgow was mentioned in
the lyrics to Super Trouper.”

MacKillop and most of Cado
Belle’s crew worked with Oldfield,
the English musician best known
for his 1973 album, Tubular Bells.

“Mike’s then wife Sally Cooper
was a fan of Cado Belle and
suggested he work with me,” says

Reilly. “When he introduced
himself, he said, ‘I hear you can
sing’, and I replied, ‘I hear you can
play guitar!’ and that was it. Mike’s
a perfectionist. He was sometimes
difficult, but then the responsibility
of having a fantastic show every
night was all on his shoulders and
must have been so stressful.”

Of their five hit singles between
1982 and 1984, they co-wrote
Family Man which Hall & Oates
had greater success with in the
UK and US, and created a classic
with Moonlight Shadow, even
though only he was credited on the
record. “Mike got a lot of flak from
people because it obviously was
not a man singing,” Reilly says.

She was the first to point out to
Oldfield similarities in those lyrics
to the December 1980 assassination
of idol John Lennon.
“It kind of became the
John Lennon song
after that. It gives me
goose-bumps.”

These days, she is
probably better known
in Germany, Denmark,
Norway and Finland
— the countries where
she mostly tours — and
her life is littered with
missed opportunities
due to her modesty.

“In Britain, when I
was invited to parties,
I'd either not go or
leave quickly. I'm not
into high profile events where
everyone’s taking photos.

“I remember touring Germany
at the same time as The Rolling
Stones. We were invited to their
show and they put us in an outdoor
celebrity pen. As soon as we got
there, I thought, ‘I don’t want to be
here!” and I left.

“My agent once invited me to
have dinner in a London hotel with
him and David Bowie. Bowie was
polite and looked fabulous, but I
sat there uncomfortably thinking,
‘He must wonder who I am and
why I'm on this table’, and I left as
quickly as I could.

“I loved Gerry Rafferty, and
when his producer phoned and
asked me to work with him in the
studio on what turned out to be his
second-last album, I panicked. I

HAPPY DAYS: Maggie is
still touring and singing
hit Moonlight Shadow
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couldn’t do it on that day anyway
and, when we tried to reschedule,
it didn’t work out. I regret that, but
I would have been really nervous.”

At least Reilly did embrace her
most glamorous moment. “I
played for Pope John Paul II at the
Vatican. It was awesome. We
chatted through an interpreter.
When he asked us where we were
from, I said, ‘Scotland’, Stuart said
‘Scotland’, then my English
manager was so taken aback he
said ‘Scottish!” Stuart and I later
told him, ‘You've lied to the Pope’.”

Having taken part in the original
recording of the Mike Batt musical
The Hunting of the Snark, and
declined an invitation to star in the
Willy Russell production, Blood
Brothers, Reilly is now working
with MacKillop on their own
musical, The Winter King, about
the west coast of Scotland.

She’s been married since 1983 to
her sound engineer and now
manager Chrys Lindop, 61, and
they have a home near Glasgow
and another in north London.
Their 29-year old son Fionn lives in
Galway, making handcrafted
guitars, and will be joining his
mother on tour later this year.

She says: “If I could re-start my
career knowing what I do now, the
only thing I'd do differently is not
be shy about saying, ‘I did that!’

“Because probably I'd then be
able to do more shows in Britain.
Nowadays I really enjoy singing
Moonlight Shadow because the
audiences love it and it’s fantastic
when they sing along.

“I've had a pretty charmed life.
I’'ve mostly been able to follow the
path I wanted, which a lot of
people don’t get the chance to do.

“I've been really well-off, I've
been really poor, but I'm pleased
I'm still able to do what I do best.

“Someone recently asked me
about retiring and that’s a horrific
thought. I don’t ever want to retire.
What would I do then?”

Picture: JAMES WILLIAMSON

DRIVEN: The
always-active
Maggie has no
intention of;
retiring just y&‘

GET THE
WHISKY

BOOK

FOR JUST

£5 AT

WHSmith

This Father’s Day get the definitive
21st-century reference to the world’s
greatest whiskies which offers an insight
into the most complex and alluring drink in
the world. It includes fascinating stories
about the world’s best distilleries, taking
the reader on a global odyssey from
Speyside to Tasmania via Kentucky and
Bangalore. And now it can be yours for
only £5 (RRP £30) at WHSmith!

HOW TO CLAIM

Take The Whisky Book and the coupon to
the till point of any WHSmith high street
store to claim your copy for £5. Only one
book per customer please. See coupon for
full terms and conditions.

Whiisky Book

THE DEFINITIVE 21st-century
world's GREATEST DISTILLERIES &

ce to the
r WHISKIES
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Get THE WHISKY BOOK
for just £5 at WHSmith
(9780241180358 for £5, valid from today to
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TERMS & CONDITIONS: This coupon entitles the
holder to one copy of THE WHISKY BOOK

outlet stores, Books by WHSmith at Selfridges,
Harrods and Fenwicks Stores, WHSmith Local,
online and travel stores including those at railway

stations, motorway service stations, hospitals

and work places. This offer is subject to

availability. This coupon cannot be used in

conjunction with any other promotional coupon.

Only one coupon can be redeemed per

transaction and it must be surrendered upon use.

No cash alternative. Photocopies will not be

accepted and the coupon is not transferable.
Coupons that have been forged, defaced or

: n for : 3799 2101
otherwise tampered with will not be valid for use.

FREE PRINT OF THE

To mark the 800th anniversary
of the signing of the historic
Magna Carta we're giving every
reader the chance to get their
own FREE replica poster (just
pay for the postage). Signed in
Runnymede on June 15, 1215
by King John and the feudal
barons, the Magna Carta
remains one of the most
important documents in British history.

Meaning “grand charter”, our Magna Carta is reprinted
with the full permission of the British Library and is
FREE when you collect two tokens from the Sunday
Express. Just include a cheque for £1.90 to cover P&P.

If you'd like a special edition poster printed on high
quality art stock paper, send a cheque for £5 and we'll
deliver it rolled in a poster tube.

HOW TO ENTER

Send your two tokens from the Sunday Express (today’s
and last week’s) with the completed coupon together
with a cheque, made payable to “HH&S Group Ltd” for
£1.90 (to cover P&P), to HH&S, Magna Carta Poster
Offer, Regal Place, Maxwell Road, London SW6 2HD.
If you'd like to upgrade your poster to the special edition
version, your cheque should be made out for £5.

SUNDAY#EXPRESS

Magna

Carta
POSTER TOKEN 2

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Open to UK residents. One
entry per person. Postal applications should arrive at the
address above no later than midnight on July 3, 2015. Posters
will be delivered within 28 days of the closing date.

MAGNA CARTA

SUNDAY: EXPRESS

Magna Carta 800th anniversary - 15/6/15.

: Free Magna Carta
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